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It is usual to call this bird the Black-necked
its neck is no more black than a drake's is, and
such a distinct-looking bird, and its African and
relatives of similar type bear the name of Jabiru,
appears to be no reason to refuse our species a share
of the title, especially as it already has it in the
live animal trade.
It ranges from India to Australia, and is resident where
its occurs ; it is less sociable than other Storks, usually oc-
curring singly or in pairs. I remember once seeing a bird
feeding in a pool by the railway line quite undisturbed by
a passing train. It breeds in the winter months, making
a huge nest on a tree, and laying four white eggs nearly
three inches long. It is not a particularly savage bird,
but its bite is very severe and heals with difficulty. Real-
ly the most interesting point about the species is the great
sexual difference in the eyes. Such differences are com-
mon in birds, but almost invariably the cock has the bright
coloured iris and the hen the dark one ; and it would be
worth while to keep these birds tame, and note whether
the sexes differed in disposition, and if so, which was the
bolder and fiercer, as light eyes in a bird so often indicate
a more vicious disposition.
The Adjutant and Indian Marabout, with their ally, the
African Marabout, form a very natural group or genus*.
They have the bill very large and thick, the head and neck
almost completely bare, and the under tail-coverts very
soft, loose textured and fluffy, so that they are used as or-
naments. They have a powdery substance on their plu-
mage like pigeons, and their legs are usually white-washed
owing to their dirty habits, which they share more or less
with other Storks. They show in perfection a very cha-
racteristic habit of the family, that of sitting down on
their hocks. Other birds often do this too, but few so
much as Storks, these bald species especially. When fly-
ing they draw their neck in instead of stretching it out as
usual—possibly they are afraid of catching cold, as it is so
naked and exposed. It is a curious fact that the young of

